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Tony Van Der Meer lives along Hendry Street, which has regressed after a few years of seemingly better days. 

N HIS NEW house on Hendiy Street, Tony Van Der 

Meer sits at his desk, his reading glasses on, staring 

at the screen of his laptop and lazily hunting the In­

ternet for images of African culture. It's his hobby 

and profession. A n1uggy June breeze wafts through 

an open window into his thi1·d-tloor bedroom. 

The f1·eshly painted walls are bare; he n1oved in 

months before. But as summer starts, his shelves are al­

ready crammed with books and papers. He's an African 

studies professor. Certain things he can do without, but 

he needs his books. 

The street he lives on used to echo with more shots 

each summe1· than most in Boston. But an expensive and 

concerted rehab effort led by the city lured families and 

people who wanted to put down roots, prompting the 

mayor to declare a new era on the block. It was a kind of 

d1·eam for Van Der Meer, a black man with tufts of gray in 

his beard who wanted to leave the South End to live 

among people who shared the heritage and struggle of the 

African Diaspora. 

On his computer, he finds a You­

Tube video of a Nigerian wedding and 

calls out, ''Come look at this:' 

What came next remains for him as viv­
id as a waking dream. 

Gunfire. He drops to the floor. So does 
his brother, diving like a base runner to­
ward the bag. They count at least eight 
loud, well-articulated shots. Barn! Ram!

Barn! Barn! Barn! Barn! Barn! Barn! His brother and roommate is in the 
next room, getting dressed after a show­
er, and comes to stand in the doorway. 

Suddenly: noise and confusion, a 
sharp explosion of noise, followed by 
another and another. 

There is a beat while Van Der Meer's 
brain struggles to process the sounds. 

The shots are so close they sound 
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