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Passengers, including Natasha Dennis (left) and Manny Montero, found ways to pass the time during the ride from Boston to Alabama . 

• 

By Meghan E. Irons 
GLOBE STAFF 

The bus plodded out of Roxbury 
into the thickness of night, carrying 
55 passengers on a 25-hour pilgrim­
age to Selma, Ala. 

They were embarking on a journey 
similar to one made 50 years ago by 
an earlier generation of Bostonians 
fighting Jim Crow laws that aimed to 
crush the spirit of African-Americans 
and stifle their progress. 

Most of those on the bus Thursday 
night were not yet born when police 
used their night sticks to pound 
marchers crossing Selma's Edmund 
Pettus Bridge on March 7, 1965 - a 
brutal day immortalized as Bloody 
Sunday, a seminal moment in the 
quest for voting rights. 

The passengers on this bus were 
determined to retrace the path of the 
marchers who drove from Boston to 

Boston group recalls '60s journey, 
and the issues today still unresolved 

Icy residue forced the bus driver to pull over several times 
and clear the windshield during the 25-hour trip. 

cross the bridge half a century ago. In 
attending Saturday's anniversary 
event, tl1ey wanted to highlight issues 
glossed over during the civil rights 
movement: gay rights, the plight of 
Muslims in America, misogynistic 
treatment of black women, immigra­
tion reform. 

''I needed to be there," said Vonds 
Dubuisson, a 27-year-old senior at the 
University of Massachusetts Boston. 
''A lot of people say that as a young 
person, what do I know about oppres­
sion? But it's not an abstract notion 
for me. It's not theoretical ... I know 
it's all about the fight for something 
better." 

The bus trudged down the higl1-
way, swerving through an ice storm in 
New Jersey. The students stirred as 
they watched the movie ''Selma." 

Tony Van Der Meer, a UMass Bos­
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